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Town  of  Viking 

(Revised  September  1964) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  36-47-1 3-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  7.  This  location  is  between 
Edmonton  and  Wainwright  on  the  Canadian  National  Transcontinental  rail- 
way, and  93  miles  southeast  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  14. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,267  feet  Latitude  53/06N  Longitude  111/46W 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  - 56  degrees  F. 

Mean  winter  temperature  - 20  degrees  F. 

Average  yearly  temperature  - 35  degrees  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  yearly  rainfall  - 11.56  inches 
Average  yearly  snowfall  - 34.5  inches 
Total  annual  precipitation  - 15.01  inches. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  this  area  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  is  the 
Belly  River  formation  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  period.  This  formation  is  a 
series  of  light  colored  sandstones  and  shales.  This  horizon  in  other  parts 
of  the  province  includes  dinosaur  beds  and  coal  seams. 

S.  SOILS 

This  district  lies  in  a "Shallow  Black"  soil  zone.  A description  of  this 
soil  type  follows: 

Profile 

The  normal  profile  has  an  (A)  horizon  that  averages  about  10  inches 
in  depth  and  which  in  its  upper  3 to  6 inches  is  black  in  color.  The  remainder 
is  usually  dork  brown.  The  (B)  horizon  is  usually  brown  to  dark  brown  and 
the  lime  horizon  (Bea)  is  found  at  depths  of  24  to  30  inches  below  the  surface. 
Generally  the  depth  to  the  lime  layer  is  considered  as  indicative  of  the 
efficiency  of  rain  penetration. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  usually  fairly  well  supplied  with  nitrogen  and 
organic  matter.  In  any  zone,  exhaustive  cropping  depletes  the  soils  native 
food  supply  and  fibre.  A permanent  system  of  cropping  provides  for  the 
adequate  replacement  of  depleted  plant  foods  and  the  maintenance  of 
organic  matter. 

Vegetation 

(Grassland  in  which  bluffe  of  trees  are  found  in  places  where  moisture 
conditons  are  more  favourable. 

Land  Use 

A greater  number  of  soil  types  con  be  considered  arable  than  in 
the  brown  soil  zones.  Wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown,  but  considerably 
more  diversification  is  possible  and  should  be  practised  to  maintain  soil 
fertility.  The  non-orable  land  is  generally  very  good  pasture  land. 
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7.  HISTORY 

The  first  settlers  to  arrive  in  the  Viking  district  in  1900,  were  two 
cattlemen,  Jim  Arbuthnot  and  Andy  Carruthers.  The  rolling  grassland,  studded 
with  bluffs  of  deciduous  trees  and  small  lakes  was  ideal  for  their  purpose 
and  they  started  cattle  ranching.  In  1901  Harlow  W.  Thomas  erected  a log 
cabin  at  the  south  end  of  what  is  now  known  as  Lake  Thomas,  and  it  was 
there  that  he  and  his  son  made  their  home.  The  lake  has  since  been  named 
after  him. 

Farm  settlement  did  not  begin  until  the  district  was  surveyed  for 
homesteads  in  1902.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  Nels  Hagenson,  John  Kringen, 
John  Lokken,  Carl  Borass  and  Louis  Knapp  decided  the  district  was  suitable 
for  a large  group  of  Scandinavians  who  were  contemplating  a move  from 
the  United  States;  Hagenson  and  Knapp  spent  the  winter  on  their  homesteads, 
while  the  rest  of  the  group  returned  to  the  United  States  for  their  families. 
In  the  spring  of  1903  this  group  arrived  at  Wetaskiwin,  the  nearest  railway 
station,  with  fifteen  carloads  of  livestock,  machinery  and  household  effects. 
When  they  arrived  near  Viking  they  built  substantial  log  cabins  on  their 
homesteads,  many  cf  which  are  in  use  today  as  machine  sheds  and  barns. 

In  1907  there  were  two  post  offices,  one  north  of  the  present  site  named 
Meighen,  and  one  a half  mile  south  known  as  Harland.  At  that  time  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  (now  C.N.R.)  was  under  construction  between 
Winnipeg  and  Edmonton,  and  it  was  expected  that  a townsite  would  be 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  these  two  post  offices.  The  present  townsite  was 
surveyed  in  1908,  the  same  year  that  the  railway  arrived,  and  the  settlers 
held  a meeting  to  decide  on  a name  for  the  new  post  office;  after  much  dis- 
cussion and  the  elimination  of  many  suggested  names,  it  was  decided  to 
name  the  new  hamlet  and  post  office  "Viking".  The  hamlet  was  erected 
to  the  status  of  a village  February  5,  1909. 

In  the  spring  of  1914  the  Edmonton  Development  Association  and 
Board  of  Trade  decided  to  drill  for  gas,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  the 
first  well  was  brought  in.  Their  interests  were  subsequently  sold  to  Eugene 
Coste  and  associates  who  drilled  several  wells  until  they  had  a potential 


The  modern  'Carena'  recreation  centre  in  Viking  is  used  for  a variety  of  purposes. 
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production  between  four  and  six  million  cubic  feet  per  day.  This  natural 
resource  lay  practically  dormant  until  1923  when  the  interests  of  the  Coste 
Company  were  acquired  by  Northwestern  Utilities  Ltd.  who  had  a franchise 
to  supply  the  city  of  Edmonton  with  natural  gas.  In  November  of  1923  gas 
from  the  Viking  field  was  being  used  in  Edmonton. 

The  Viking  Co-operative  Association  creamery  was  established  in  1909 
with  two  employees. 

Viking  Municipal  Hospital  District  No.  10  was  organized  in  1919  and 
in  1921  a ten  bed  hospital  was  officially  opened.  This  hospital  is  situated 
just  north  of  the  town  limits  in  a natural  beauty  spot,  and  when  erected  had 
its  own  electric  light  plant  and  X-ray  equipment. 

A $20,000  brick  school  building  was  erected  in  1913. 

The  Viking  News  was  established  in  1913. 

Viking  was  incorporated  as  a town  in  November,  1953. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  town  of  Viking  is  the  centre  of  a prosperous  mixed  farming  dis- 
trict, which  is  studded  with  groves  of  deciduous  trees.  The  main  street  is  a 
constant  scene  of  activity,  and  the  various  new  business  buildings  and  well 
kept  appearance  of  its  homes,  indicates  a settled  population  who  take 
pride  in  their  community.  The  population  is  around  1,200  and  about  90 
percent  of  the  homes  are  owner-occupied.  Rents  average  $40.  to  $85.  for 
two  to  five  bedroom  houses. 

There  is  a keen  community  spirit  particularly  in  sports.  The  Chamber 
of  Commerce  takes  an  active  part  in  community  affairs,  and  assists  the 
town  council  to  plan  local  improvements. 

The  school  offers  grades  1 to  12,  also  optional  subjects  in  art,  typing, 
bookkeeping,  music,  French  and  shop  work.  There  are  twenty-eight  teachers 
and  650  students. 

Six  churches  serve  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community,  and  cultural 
activities  are  represented  by  a public  library  and  a 45-piece  brass  band 
made  up  of  school  children. 

One  bank,  an  agency  of  the  Alberta  Treasury  Branch  and  Credit  Union 
provide  financial  facilities. 

Transportation  is  available  by  rail  or  bus  and  a 35-bed  hospital  serves 
the  needs  of  the  sick. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Town  is  governed  by  a mayor  and  six  councillors.  The  mayor  is 
elected  for  a two-year  term  and  two  councillors  elected  each  year  fcr  a three- 
year  term.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  carries  cut  the  policy  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  detachment  - 1 corporal,  1 constable. 

Town  constable  and  night  watchman. 

Regulations 

The  town  has  its  own  building  by-laws.  Plans  for  new  buildings  must 
be  approved  by  the  town  council  before  construction  is  commenced. 

Electrical  installations  must  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the  Alberta 
Electrical  Protection  Act. 
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Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  pro- 
vincial health  regulations. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  town  fire  department  consists  of  a 20  man  volunteer  fire  brigade 
and  a fire  chief.  The  brigade  is  made  up  from  business  men  located  near 
the  fire  hall.  There  are  no  wages  involved  other  than  the  $10.00  which  the 
fire  crew  receive  for  cleaning  the  equipment  after  a fire. 

Equipment 

One  1949  GMC  pumper  with  500  gallon  tank  and  front  mounted 
Barton  pump,  capacity  500  gallons;  700  feet  2V2  inch  hose,  600  feet  IV2  inch 
hose,  400  feet  booster  hose,  1 portable  pump,  ladders,  fog  nozzles,  etc. 

There  are  19  fire  hydrants  and  5 cisterns  throughout  the  town. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

oi  Actual  Value  1964  Net  Assessment 

Land  100'^^  of  value  $ 192,210 

Improvements  60^®  of  Fair  Value  1,167,174 

Power  Tax  17,800 


Total 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal 

School 

Hospitals 

Total 

24 

34 

8 

66 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  Town  - 309.75  acres 

Streets  and  Lanes  - 10.2  miles 

Public  Parks  and  Playgrounds  - 10  acres 

Road  and  Street  Mileage 

Gravel  Ungrovelled  and  Unopened  Paved  Total 

6.8  3.0  .4  10.2 


The  Senior  Citizens'  Lodge  at  Viking  is  a fine  addition  to  the  community. 
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14. 


SEWER  AND  WATER  MAINS 

Sanitary  Sewers  - 5.3  miles 
Water  Mains  - 5.3  miles 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  by  the 
Calgary  Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Rates  (Billed  six  times  a year) 

Basic  charge  - $2.60  per  month  (20  KWH  or  less) 

All  over  20  KWH  per  month  - 1.5c  per  KWH 
Discount  on  bi-monthly  bill  - 30c  for  prompt  payment 
Commercial  Rates 

Minimum  charge  $2.30  per  month  or  the  demand  charge  if  greater. 
Large  Commercial  and  General  Service  - Energy  Charge 

For  the  first  60  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  Demand  - 5c  per  KWH. 

For  all  additional  Monthly  consumption  - 1.5c  per  KWH. 

16.  ALBERTA  GOVERNMENT  TELEPHONES 

Dial  telephone  service  was  brought  to  Viking  August  2,  1964.  Equipment 
for  the  project  will  cost  $70,023.,  $25,000.  of  this  for  construction  of  a new  AGT 
building.  Other  expenditures  will  go  towards  cables,  aerial  extension,  toll 
and  exchange  facilities,  etc. 

There  are  600  phones  to  serve  Viking  and  this  number  is  expected 
to  increase  to  900  within  five  years. 

17.  WATER 

The  town  water  supplies  are  obtained  from  surface  run-off  into  a 
storage  reservoir  holding  33,800,000  gallons  when  full. 

Water  Rates  - Minimum  $4.00  for  I month,  $2.00  per  M.  scaled  down 
accordingly. 

Sewer  Rates  - $3.00  per  month 

Chemical  Water  Analysis  Report 

Source  of  Water  - Treatment  Plant 


Ports  per  Million 

Total  Solids  444 

Ignition  Loss  98 

Hardness  175 

Sulphates  146 

Chlorides  22 

Alkalinity  90 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  lime  and  magnesium. 
Nitrates  Nil 

Nitrites  Nil 

Iron  Nil 

Fluorine 


Remarks  - Water  is  chemically  suitable. 

18.  GAS 

Over  the  past  ten  years  the  customer  load  in  Viking  has  grown  from 
about  280  to  390  meters.  Viking,  being  on  the  No.  1 rate  or  the  same  rate  as 
that  of  the  city  of  Edmonton,  is  in  a very  favourable  position,  compared  with 
other  communities. 

The  distribution  system  is  fully  modern  and  is  capable  of  handling 
any  expansion  which  may  take  place  in  Viking  in  the  future. 
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The  combined  elementary  and  high  school  at  Viking  serves  students  from  a wide  district. 
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Natural  gas  is  supplied  by  Ncrthwes-tern  Utilities  Ltd.,  from  the  Viking 
field  at  the  following  rates; 


Domestic 

Available  to  all  customers 
20  therms  - $3.00  per  month 
All  additional  therms  at  3.5c  per  therm 
Minimum  charge  - $3.00 


When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge 
per  therm  other  than  the  first  20  therms  shall  be  increased  by  .3c  per  therm 
and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 


Commercial 

A.  Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  consumers  whose  annual  con- 
sumption is  more  than  97,000  therms. 


Fixed  charge  - $100.00  per  month 
All  therms  - 2.3c  per  therm  per  month 
Minimum  monthly  charge  - $100. 


When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  ,the  charge  per 
therm  under  rate  No.  A shall  be  increased  by  0.2c  per  therm  and  the  gross 
rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 


High  Load  Factor 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  consumers  whose  annual  consump- 
tion is  more  than  100,000  therms  and  whose  total  consumption  during  the 
six  meter  reading  periods  ending  in  May,  June,  July,  August,  September  and 
October  is  net  less  than  40  per  cent  of  their  total  consumption  during  the 
contract  period. 

Fixed  charge:  $20.00  per  month,  plus  22c  per  month  per  therm  of 
maximum  12  hour  demand. 

Commodity  charge:  All  additional  therms  per  month  1.5c  per  therm,. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - Fixed  charge. 


The  maximum  12  hour  demand  shall  be  the  greatest  amount  of  gas 
in  cubic  feet  as  determined  by  the  company,  delivered  in  any  twelve  con- 
secutive hours  during  the  current  billing  period  or  the  preceding  eleven 
billing  periods. 

Term  of  contract:  One  year  and  thereafter  until  terminated  by  thirty 
days  written  notice. 

19.  L.P.  GAS 

Served  to  all  consumers  locally  by  Blue  Flame  Gas  Distributors  with 
two  delivery  trucks. 

Available  in  sizes  from  20  lb.  cylinders  up  to  1,000  gal.  tcmks. 

Rates:  From  $1.50  per  20  lb.  cylinder  to  12 Vac  per  gal.  in  1,000  gal.  tanks. 

20.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Rural  consumers  only. 

Tractor  fuel  - 18.3c  per  gallon 
Furnace  fuel  - 17.3c  per  gallon 
Storage  capacity  25,000  gallons 

21.  COAL 

There  is  no  coal  used  in  the  town. 

22.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat,  course  grains,  livestock,  dairy  products,  poultry  and  eggs, 
vegetables,  natural  gas,  straw,  sand  and  gravel. 

23.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  office;  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  Detachment  (1  corpora] 
and  1 constable) 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Treasury  Branch  Agency;  Game 
Warden;  Public  Works  Road  Maintenance  Shop  and  Shed;  Liquor  Store. 

Municipal 

Town  office;  Fire  Department;  Public  Library;  Town  Constable  and  Night 
Watchman;  Utility  Men;  Carena. 

24.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Viking  Municipal  Hospital  District  No.  10  was  organized  in  1919 
and  was  officially  opened  in  May,  1921. 

The  official  capacity  is  35  beds  and  8 bassinettes. 

Staff  - Hospital  Administrator,  5 permanent  Registered  Nurses,  5 Pan 
Time  Registered  Nurses;  20  Nurses  Aides,  6 general  staff. 

Rotes 

Ratepayer  - Public  Ward  $1.60 
Non-Ratepayers  - $10.50 

Other  Health  Facilities  are: 

2 private  practising  physicians  (Clinic);  1 dentist;  2 Drug  stores;  1 
Chiropractor,  visiting;  1 optometrist,  visiting;  1 veterinary  office;  1 funeral 
director;  1 Swedish  masseur;  1 provincial  health  nurse. 
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25.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  SERVICES 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Barristers  and  Lawyers  1 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Barber  Shops  2 

Jewelers  1 


26.  TRANSPORTATION 
Passenger  Service 

Canadian  National  Railway  - 2 trains  each  way  daily  between  Halifax 
and  Vancouver  via  Viking  and  Wainwright. 

Sunburst  Motor  Coaches  Ltd.  - 1 bus  each  way  daily  between  Edmon- 
ton and  Edgerton. 


Freight  Services 

Along  with  the  many  Canadian  National  freight  trains  passing  through 
Viking,  there  are  numerous  truck  transport  companies  operating  between 
Edmonton  and  Wainwright.  Viking  Cartage  serves  Viking. 

27.  NEWSPAPERS 

The  Viking  News  - Circulation  1,300. 

28.  COMMUNICATION 

Canadian  National  Telegraphs;  Alberta  Government  Telephones;  Post 
Office;  Radio  Stations  at  Edmonton;  2 T.V.  Stations  at  Edmonton;  3 Amateur 
Radio  Stations  - Viking,  connected  with  Civil  Defence:  VE6MO  Vern  Gilpin, 
VE6PA  P.  S.  Dunham,  VE6AEN  Fred  Rademacher. 

29.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal;  Provincial  Treasury  Branch  Agency;  Viking  and 
District  Credit  Union. 


30.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Single  Rate  Beer  Licence  Dining  Room 

Viking  Hotel  18  $2.50  up  Yes  Yes 


Northwestern  Utilities  maintains  a modern  well  equipped  service  depot  at  Viking. 
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31.  CHURCHES 

United  Church,  Anglican  Church,  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Lutheran 
Church,  Alliance  Church,  Pentecostal  Church. 

32.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

One 

33.  LODGES 

Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Royal  Purple,  Masonic  Lodge, 
Eastern  Star,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

34.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Canadian  Legion,  Viking  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Ladies'  Auxiliary 
Canadian  Legion. 

35.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Home  and  School  Association,  Fish  and  Game  Association. 

36.  EDUCATION 

The  Viking  School  district  is  included  in  the  County  of  Beaver  No.  9. 
There  are  two  school  buildings  with  23  rooms  and  28  teachers  who  teach 
grades  1 to  12.  Other  optional  subjects  taught  - Home  Economics,  Shop, 
Typing,  Bookkeeping,  French,  Art  and  Music.  There  ore  650  students  and 
9 vans  bring  the  rural  students  to  the  town  school. 

37.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Viking  Community  Hall 

400 

Yes 

Yes 

Hilliker's  Hall 

100 

No 

Yes 

Brock  Theatre 

325 

Yes 

No 

Anglican  Hall 

50 

No 

Yes 

38.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  public  library  is  located  in  the  new  fire  hall.  It  contains  approxi- 
mately 3,500  books  and  is  suported  by  the  town,  Provincial  Government 
Grant  and  the  members. 

An  art  club  which  includes  painting  and  drama  was  organized  in 

1949. 

School  Band. 

One  five-piece  orchestra. 

39.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys:  Gymkhana  Club,  Boy  Scouts,  Cubs,  4-H  Club. 

Girls:  Brownies,  Girl  Guides,  4-H  Club. 

40.  SPORTS 

Badminton,  Curling,  Skating  and  Hockey,  Baseball  and  Softball,  Golf 
Course  (9  hole  and  club  room). 

Facilities 

Community  Hall,  1 Tennis  Court,  Covered  Rink  with  4 sheets  artificial 
ice.  Covered  arena,  Sports  and  School  Grounds. 

41.  FAIRS 

Annual  Sports  Day,  Annual  Indoor  Rodeo. 

42.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Centennial  Development  in  planning  stage. 
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43.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Northern  Alberta  Dairy  Pool,  Viking  and  District  Co-operative  As- 
sociation (General),  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers. 


44.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Cartage  Delivery  

Chiropractor  

Coal  Dealers  

Cold  Storage  Lockers 

Creameries  

Credit  Union  


1 (visits  weekly) 

1 — — 1 

1 — — 1 

1 1 1 — 
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Implement  Dealers 
Insurance  

Jeweller  

Optometrist  


s| 


6 

2 

1 
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1 


1 (visits  weekly) 


Ladies  Wear  1 

Laundry  Mat  1 

Law  Offices  1 

Lumber  Yards  2 


Milk  Distributor  1 

Oil  Distributors  5 
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Dairy  Queen 

Dentist  

Doctors  

Drugs  

Dry  Cleaners 


2 — — 2 


Painters  and 
Decorators  ... 

Plumbers  

Pool  Rooms  ... 
Printing  Shops 


1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

1 — 


Egg  Grading  Stations  ..  I 

Electrical  Appliances  ....  3 

Electrical  Contractors  ..  2 


Radio  & TV  Repairs  ....  1 

Restaurants  4 

Real  Estate  2 


Feed  Mill  

Funeral  Parlors 
Furniture  Stores 

Garages  and 
Service  Stations 
Grain  Elevators 
General  Stores  .. 

Hair  Dressers  .... 

Hardware  

Hotels  

Hospital  


Seed  Cleaning  Plants  ....  1 

Shoe  Repair  1 


1 

1 


Tailor  Shops  

Theatre  

Tire  Shops  

Variety  Stores  ... 
Veterinary  

Welding  and 
Machine  Shops 
Woodworking  .. 


1 — — 1 

1 — — 1 

1 — — 1 


2 — — 2 
1 _ 1 


45.  SITES 

Residential  sites  and  industrial  sites  with  trackage  are  available:  they 
can  be  served  with  natural  gas  and  three  phase  60-cycle  power. 


46.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  Viking  district  was  primarily  a mixed  farming  area.  Keen  interest 
was  aroused  when  the  Edmonton  Development  Association  and  Board  of 
Trade  decided  to  drill  for  gas  in  the  spring  of  1914,  and  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  the  first  gas  well  was  brought  in.  In  November  of  1923,  gas  from 
the  Viking  field  was  being  used  in  Edmonton.  There  are  now  16  producing  gas 
wells  in  the  Viking  field  and  46  in  the  adjacent  Kinsella  field.  These  two 
fields  are  reported  to  have  produced  19  million  m.c.f.  of  gas  during  1950. 

The  Viking  Co-operative  Creamery  Association  was  established  in 
1909  with  two  employees.  It  served  the  district  faithfully  until  May,  1964,  when 
it  amalgamated  with  the  Northern  Alberta  Dairy  Pool  Ltd.  The  creamery 
supplies  the  town  and  district  with  pasteurized  milk  and  cream,  and  ships 
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out  approximately  600,000  to  750,000  lbs.  of  butter  annually  to  Alberta  and 
B.C.  markets. 

There  is  no  accurate  information  regarding  livestock  production  be- 
cause most  livestock  ore  shipped  by  truck  direct  from  farm  to  market. 

47.  TRADING  AREA 

The  Viking  trading  area  extends  for  a radius  of  14  miles. 

48.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  census  - 3,620 
Town  population,  1961  census  - 1,210 


The  Municipal  Hospital  at  Viking  is  well  equipped  and  staffed, 
serving  residents  of  surrounding  district 


The  Creamery  is  an  important  economic  factor  in  the  life  of  the  town. 
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